ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC SCHOOL

FAITHFULLY
FORWARD

SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL 2021-22

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Dear St. Patrick Families,
We are excited to welcome our families to St. Patrick for the 2021-2022 school year. Last year we had a
successful and healthy school year--safer, stronger, together--and this year we plan to continue to offer
our students as normal a learning environment as possible. Because of your cooperation and support,
St. Patrick Catholic School was able to remain in school, in person, for the entire 2020-2021 school year!
This year we will continue to prioritize our students' health and safety
while resuming a normal schedule and operations at St. Patrick. After
school clubs and sports will resume meeting in person, and we will also
resume our PTO family events. All school Mass with faith partners will
begin in September. As the school year progresses, we will carefully
monitor the pandemic, and we will work together with the Catholic
Schools Office to make decisions regarding our COVID response.
Faith over fear continues to be our motto as we continue to pray for the
end of the pandemic and as we move faithfully forward into the 2021
school year. We appreciate the faith and trust you have placed in us, and
we are looking forward to a successful school year.

Yours in Christ,
Amy Tobergte
Principal
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FAITHFULLY FORWARD
COVID 2021-22 PROTOCOLS
Students in School: We look forward to welcoming our students back to the hallways of St. Patrick
Catholic School. We continue to prioritize in-person learning knowing this is the optimal environment
for our students’ holistic development. St. Patrick will provide in-person learning this year. There is
no option to elect full remote learning.
School Environment: When students return to their classrooms, they will feel a sense of safety and
excitement. They will no longer see barriers or signage limiting their movement and interactions.
The hallways and bulletin boards will be illuminated with art and work samples as they learn and
grow in faith and academics.

LEARNING CONTINUUM
As we move through this upcoming school year, we must continue to monitor the pandemic and
respond to the individual needs of our school community. Our learning continuum will remain in
place for the 2021-2022 school year. A decision to move from one model of instruction to another
will be made in consultation with school administration and the CSO.
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FAITHFULLY FORWARD
COVID 2021-22 PROTOCOLS

Gatherings
Mass, Large Gatherings, Field Trips, Sports
As a school community we finished the 2020-2021 school year
united in Faith. We were able to celebrate Mass and carry out
many of our end-of-year traditions including Bridging, Kindergarten
promotion, field trips, and our End of Year picnic. We look forward
to starting this year strong with many of our normal back-to-school
events already lined-up. Stay tuned to the Shamrockin' News each
Thursday for more information about upcoming calendar events.

Cleaning

In the spring of 2021 our school community
returned to normal routines for cleaning and
disinfecting measures. Our classrooms and
hallways are prepared to welcome students
back. We will continue with standard
cleaning and disinfecting protocols in place.

Volunteers

We are thankful to have strong supporters
who impact our everyday operations.
Opportunities to volunteer will be shared in
our Shamrockin' News. All volunteers must
have passed a criminal background check
and be current on Virtus Protecting God's
Children. To check your status, email
DMOconnor@stpatrickschool.net

Transportation
Transportation is available for the 2021-2022
school year. Buses will run at normal capacity with
increased cleaning measures in place. Buses will
have assigned seating with siblings paired
together. Face coverings or masks are optional for
bus riders and drivers.

Stay Home

One of the main reasons we were successful in sustaining in-person
instruction last school year was the partnership with our families. If
your child is not feeling well, please keep them at home. Students
with a temperature of 99.5 must remain home until symptoms
subside and the temperature is below 99.5 without medication. All
health updates including COVID exposures/positives must be
communicated with the school nurse as soon as possible at
KSTobben@stpatrickschool.net. We want to remain vigilant in our
response time to ensure we keep students in school.

Health & Handwashing
Training

Face Coverings
Face coverings are optional for students,
staff, and visitors on our school campus.
Please be respectful of others’ decisions
whether or not to wear a face covering.
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Prioritizing health trainings with our staff and
handwashing with our families contributed to the
success of our 2020-2021 school year. Routine and
proper handwashing can significantly reduce the
spread of germs. We will train our students in proper
handwashing techniques and build in opportunities
for them to wash throughout the day. Please
reinforce handwashing practices at home.
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FAITHFULLY FORWARD
COVID 2021-22 PROTOCOLS

Daily Bell Schedule
Before School Care will begin at 7:00AM in the school gym.
Students may be dropped off in the carpool line beginning at
7:00AM. The first bell rings at 7:50AM, and the tardy bell rings at
8:00AM when our instructional day and morning prayers promptly
begin. Afternoon Prayers will begin at 2:35 and carpool will begin
at 2:40PM and concludes at 3:05PM. Students may be enrolled in
the After School Program for a fee. After School begins at 2:40PM
and is available for a fee until 6:00PM.

Lockers
4th and 5th grade students will have access
to hallway lockers when the classroom
teachers deem appropriate.

Friday Mass
All-school Mass will begin on Friday, September
10th. Students will attend Mass with prayer
partners. We will resume first-Friday Song Leader
Masses in the fall. Stay tuned to the Shamrockin'
News for more information once the school year
begins.

Lunch

Recess

All students will eat lunch in the cafeteria this
year. Kindergarten and 1st grade eat lunch
at 11:00, 2nd and 3rd at 11:30, 4th at 12:00,
and 5th at 12:30. Our lunches are catered or
students may bring a lunch from home.

All students will have 30 minutes of outdoor recess
following lunch in addition to 90 minutes of PE weekly.
Students should wear supportive footwear each day, like
sneakers, and dress weather-appropriate. Please see the
Dress Code for approved clothing and footwear options.

After School
Clubs

Various community organizations
conveniently offer their programs at St.
Patrick. We will resume offering these
programs in person this year.
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WHAT WILL THE RESPONSE BE FOR
A POSITIVE
COVID CASE WITHIN
ESSENTIAL
THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY?
QUESTIONS
If your
child or a family member tests
positive for COVID, please contact our
school nurse, Karen Tobben, immediately
at KSTobben@stpatrickschool.net or call
704-333-3174. If contact tracing is
necessary, the St. Patrick Administration
will communicate with the appropriate
individuals, including the local health
department. COVID cases will not be
reported community wide to protect the
privacy of those affected. We do not
communicate any other illness or health
concern to our wider school community.

WHAT IS THE PROTOCOL FOR
CONTACT TRACING ON CAMPUS?
In the spring of 2021 we decreased our
social distancing and contact tracing
measures to 3 feet. Data collected
diocesan wide during the implementation
of this change has shown that no
additional spread resulted in our schools.
Our protocol for contact tracing for the
2021-2022 school year will include siblings,
carpool members and those identified as a
direct contact (within 3 feet for 15 minutes
or longer) with a positive case.
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ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS
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